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Description  Exploratory data analysis (EDA) is a strategy of data analysis that emphasizes

Bn iﬁ N = maintaining an open mind to alternative possibilities. EDA is a philosophy or an attitude

*%%D = E ’ %fﬁ?& E[‘j% %IE%TJ about how data analysis should be carried out, rather than being a fixed set of
techniques. It is difficult to obtain a clearcut answer from “messy” human phenomena,

= = A EH_’ and thus the exploratory character of EDA is very suitable to psychological research.

E/‘] ’ Tﬂig E %TJE/‘] == ,f‘mﬁ'ﬁ This research tradition was founded by John Tukey, who often relates EDA to detective
work. In EDA, the role of the researcher is to explore the data in as many ways as

= ~ possible until a plausible “story” emerges. A detective does not collect just any

A= 54/1 i 2017 &E N ; information. Instead, he or she collects clues related to the central question of the case.

By the same token, EDA is not “fishing" or “torturing” the data set until it confesses.
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