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ABSTRACT

In the tradition of philosophy and science, time is a very important concept.
The results from the investigation of time have tremendous impact on the reflections
of theological issues. This paper attempts to investigate the theory of time and its
implications contributing in the understanding of some theological issues. The paper
begins with the discussion of Augustine's theory of time. Augustine's theory of time
can be understood through two different approaches: cosmological and psychological,
In the cosmological approach, the questions of the origin of time, the relationship
between time and eternity, and the nature of time are discussed. In the psychological
approach, time is understood through the discussion of how the 3-folded time
structure: past, present and future can exist and its relationship with the soul's activity
and its distention. After presenting about the two approaches in Augustine's theory
of time, the authors discuss how the rise of Newtonian "absolute time" became a
challenge to Augustinian conceptualization of time and why the counter-argument by
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Gottfried Leibniz is considered inadequate. Based upon the conclusion that Augustine
had tried hard to develop his theory of time in both objective and subjective level, the
authors reflect upon four different theological issues under the light of the implications
of Augustine theory of time. The theological reflections involve four issues: (1)
Creation; (2) History; (3) Predestination; (4) Relationship among God, man and the
world; and (5) The problem of prayer. It is demonstrated that the proper understanding
of time will shed light in the understanding of the above theological issues.



